[Thrombotic microangiopathy: when time is the key factor!].
Thrombotic microangiopathy or "TMA" including thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP) and hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS) became a public health problem following the European outbreak of E. coli (O104:H4) gastroenteritis in 2011. A rapid diagnosis and therapy in an intensive care unit provide better patient survival and lower cost for society. Supportive treatment has significantly improved the prognosis over the past decade and includes fresh frozen plasma for TTP, plasmapheresis for HUS, and recently a new therapeutic agent: anti-C5 antibodies. We will provide in this article, through the current literature and four cases encountered in our department, to establish an algorithm to manage patients with TMA.